
Vestry Meeting Agenda  
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Stephenville, TX 

April 11th, 2021    
          

A Vestry Meeting was held April 11th, 2021 at 11:20 am via Zoom. All 
members were present, including: Father Bradley Dyche, Marion Cole, 
Dylan Dowell, Karl Aho, Beth Mewhinney, Robi Rhea, Suzanne Meyers, and 
Jane Hickie. 
 
Call to Order and Prayers for the Parish: Father Bradley 
Minutes of last meeting—A motion was made by Robi to approve the 
minutes with corrections, Beth seconded, and the motion carried. 
Treasurer’s report:  - Checking-$16,142.55, God’s Abundance-$71,624.57.  
Robi asked that we include the checking account total and God’s 
Abundance total in the monthly minutes, for reference. Jane asked about 
the lines that are colored red and black, and if we could change them. 
Father Brad suggested that Robi meet with Terri Binkley and David 
Kincannon to discuss the financials. Robi suggested that we title the P&L 
with the month they are printed to better keep track when referring back 
to them in print form.  A motion was made by Suzanne to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report as presented. Marion seconded. The motion carried. 
 
Mission/Ministry:   
 Diocesan Updates: The Episcopal Church in North Texas is our new 
Name-We are no longer legally allowed to use the name The Episcopal 
Diocese of Fort Worth. We are still a diocese, but are not using words that 
would confuse people.  We need to start dismantling the usage of that 
wording, like the crest in the Narthex for an example. April 19th is the 
deadline for those 5 congregations to be out of their current locations. 
Father Brad said that most other churches have been recipients of great 
hospitality on behalf of the ELCA. Father Brad said we are hoping that 
representatives of the Standing Committee will go to the next Executive 
Council meeting, to report on current needs. Father Brad is hoping our 
diocese can contribute to our campus ministry with full funding eventually.  
 
Rector’s Report:  Father Brad said he will be out of town after May 2nd 
through that week. 



 Sunday School—The group decided to stay with the Mary Magdalene 
study for the remainder of the Spring as it has not yet been concluded. 
   
 Current Service Schedule—Father Brad proposed we end the pod 
system the first Sunday of May, based on when the majority of the public 
will be vaccinated and out of the 2 week wait period. Regarding Vestry 
meetings—Jane asked if we can meet outside without masks. Suzanne 
asked if we can do both, in person and Zoom. Jane suggested we meet 
outside. We decided to stay with Zoom for now. The bishop still requires 
mask wearing for any church meeting. Father Brad asked that we think 
about if we need to continue with an 8 am service and perhaps instead add 
a 6 o’clock service. Suzanne weighed-in that as an “8 o ’clocker” they have 
already morphed into the 10:00 service due to the past year of changes 
we’ve made and that it may be a good time to make that change. 
Bradley said that we haven’t been able to provide a worship experience 
that college kids can participate in as they are usually working or still 
asleep. Other people may find that the 10:00 service is too early for them 
as well. 
 Discernment Committee- Suzanne reported that the discernment 
team reached out to Gene Jackson to do some woodworking and make 
small crosses for the congregation. He completed them before Palm Sunday 
but they had mailing issues, and she asked if we should try to re-mail them, 
or have each family pick theirs up alongside with communion kits. We 
decided the best practice would be for families to pick up their crosses at 
the church. Marion suggested that Terri put a note in the newsletter 
regarding picking them up at the church. 
 
Committee Reports:  
Brad gone May 2nd through that week.  
 Buildings and Grounds—In regards to our broken pew, Karl and Ken 
had discussed with Father Brad that we might need to take out the broken 
pew for wheelchair space. Father Brad said that he’s seen that done well 
when 2 ends were taken out on each side about 1/3 of the way back from 
the altar. He also said we need to intentionally make space at the back of 
the church, or somewhere else. Marion added that she will contact the pew 
company again. Karl said he didn’t like the idea to have a space for those 
with disabilities only in the back. 



Marion said that Tim Wells will go by and assess the damage of the freeze 
on the shrubs we put in last year. Father Brad asked that the water system 
be checked as well. Marion added that Karen Broumley cleaned out the 
front flower bed before Easter.  
Beth mentioned she discussed with Mrs. Ip the corner house swap idea, 
and/or buying it outright. She said she might be open to it but still has to 
mention it to her husband. Jane asked if we have a map of the property. 
Suzanne said she had seen something and will check with Terri. Father Brad 
said he would like to have a vestry retreat, and bring in Canon Linda, before 
the summer, so we can further discuss. Discussion was made by the group 
on available dates and Father Brad will discuss Canon Linda’s availability. 
 Outreach—Suzanne said that one of the grants she sent in, Janet 
Waggoner sent it off after Suzanne provided the initial information 
regarding how we were impacted by the power outage and storm. It was 
approved for $7500, which will go to Food Pantry. She also requested 
$5,000 for the Food Pantry grant from the diocese. Suzanne wrote for 2 
grants for ECM. She requested $2,500 for the Red Door Lunches and $2,500 
for the student-led campus ministry. They have a little over $30,000 to 
distribute. Father Brad said that we have had a generous bequest to the 
Diocese to fund mission and outreach, specifically. Secondly, we will apply 
again in 30 days for the $7,500 from the wider Episcopal church. 
  Pastoral Care – Father Brad said that Gene Jackson has suffered 
some family loss and friend loss lately. Jane asked if Marion can sign her 
name with the cards she sends out. She wants to ensure people are 
thanked enough. Marion said she signs them from the St. Luke’s family.  
Karl said that Sandy Shockley sent her greetings to everyone, when Karl 
spoke with her yesterday. Father Brad asked that we keep them in our 
prayers. 
  
Closing Prayer was led by Father Brad. 
 
Date of Next Vestry Meeting -- May 2nd, 2021.  
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Dylan Dowell, secretary 


